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LBTTBE OF EEV. WILLIAM SMITH, D.D., TO JAMBS 
WILSON, ESQ., ON ELECTIONS. 

CONTRIBUTED BY ISRAEL W. MORRIS. 

Chester, Kent County, Maryland, Jany. 19th, 1789. 

Dear Sir, — I congratulate you on the favourable Issue 
of the Election of federal representatives in Pennsylvania, & 
the Probability, amounting, (from what I have seen in the 
News Papers) almost to a certainty of the like favourable 
issue in Respect to Electors of a President-general &c. What 
is called the Federal List has a vast majority, both for Rep- 
resentatives & Electors on the Eastern Shore of this State ; 
&, as I apprehend, far more than sufficient to set against the 
Majority in some of the populous counties of the Western 
Shore for the other List, called Antifederal, altho' in that 
List also, there are generally avowed federalists, & only two 
(Col. Mercer & Mr. Sterret) who are any way suspected; & 
they themselves say the suspicion is unjust & injurious, as 
they are earnest for an effective Government, upon the whole 
Plan of the New Constitution with a few Amendments to be 
made by Congress itself, in which they wish to be moderate, 
& have no Desire of Recurring to another Convention — But 
it is not probable that either of them will be elected, as the 
other Side were unwilling to trust any one, of whom they 
had the least suspicion. In 3 or 4 Days we shall have the 
Election declared by Proclamation. 

We are apprehensive here of Difficulties, nevertheless, 
still remaining — especially respecting the Election of Gen- 
eral Washington, some of which, as they have occurred to 
us here, I promised to state to you, as at the Head of the 
Pennsylvania Electors; altho' I doubt not everything of the 
kind has long since occurred to your own more sagacious & 
penetrating Understanding, anxious & active as you have 
been for an effective Government & a speedy operation of it. 
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Our first apprehension, respecting Pennsylva. is that, 
from the mode of election in each County by Districts, & it 
having taken more than five Weeks, before all the Returns 
at the former Election for Representatives were brought to 
Philada. to enable the Presdt. & Council to issue their 
Proclamation, the four Weeks allowed by the New Consti- 
tution, between the Day of choosing Electors & the Day of 
their Meeting at Reading, for the Choice of a President will 
not be sufficient; for how, in 4 Weeks (especially from be- 
yond the Allegenny Mountains & some Sheriffs, perhaps in 
no great Disposition to be in Haste with their Returns) I 
say, how in 4 weeks, shall all these Returns be brought to 
Philada., more than 300 miles down ; then a Proclamation 
to go 300 miles up again, & 3dly some of the Electors, after 
that, to come 300 miles down to Reading in all near 1000 
miles backward & forward, at this season of the year, in 28 
Days ; besides the Time spent at the elections, & in Council, 
in numbering &c, and making out their Proclamation ? No 
Doubt, you have thought of this, & have sent, or will im- 
mediately send, Expresses to the most distant Electors, viz, 
James O'Hara, Lawrence Keene, Alex. Graydon & David 
Greer, with Copies of the Returns from the Counties already 
come to Hand, which being compared by them with the 
Counties over Susquehannah or in their vicinity will en- 
able them to judge of the Probability of their being among 
the 8 Highest on the Return for Electors; & altho' these 
accounts will not be official, yet they ought to be induced by 
their Zeal for Gen. Washington & the Federal Interest, to 
set out immediately so as to reach Reading by the time 
appointed, & to meet the official Account or Proclamation, 
if the executive Council (by Returns from all the Counties) 
should be enabled to publish it before that Time. But if 
all the Counties should not have made their Returns by It. 
Wednesday in February — Qu — What is to be done ? Might 
not the Executive Council authenticate those Returns wch. 
may be made before the day of meeting at Reading ? And 
if they appear an undoubted Majority (in Whatever manner 
the Defaulting Counties might have voted) might not the 
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Electors having such Majority (yourself & others) proceed 
to the Nomination directly on the Day appointed ; or ad- 
journ, de Die in Diem, till all the Returns come officially to 
Hand? 

But another Difficulty appears to rise from the Constitu- 
tion itself. The two highest in Votes having a Majority of 
all the Electors of the confederating eleven states, are to be 
President & Vice-president — Suppose then the Electors of 
even Nine States all agreed to have Gen. Washington Presi^ 
dent, & Mr. Adams, or any other V. Presdt. These nine 
States cannot say in their Nomination or vote Genl. W. 
Presdt; John Adams V. P., but must vote indiscriminately 
for both, & neither will be highest in Votes but perhaps 
have an equality. Suppose, then, but one other State, (say 
Virginia, or New York, or both) give but one or two Votes, 
still keeping the Name of Adams, but joining with it either 
a Clinton or a Henry, then those two States or any one of 
them, or a single capricious Vote of any one of them, can 
make Mr. Adams President. 

We know there is one Way to secure this Business, by 
any Number of the eleven States, having a Majority of all 
the Electors, to agree, all of them, to nominate Gen. Wash- 
ington, while some of them give some 8 or 10 Votes to some 
other Persons in the Eoom of Adams, so as to leave Him 
lower in Number than Gen. W. but yet higher than any 
other, if it is wished that he should be V. Presdt. But 
there ought to be some exchange of sentiments, & some 
previous Plan on this Head — among the 4 middle States of 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware & Maryland — who are 
sufficient for this Work; but if Connecticut can be con- 
sulted, so much the better. Then suppose it agreed that 
Delaware vote for Mr. Jay with Gen. W. & Jersey some 
other or the same ; Pennsylvania a few votes for the same 
or any other — And if you will on Receipt of this let me 
know what you think Maryland had best do, Mr. Wm. 
Tilghman of this Town, whose Name will stand highest 
among our Electors, desires you to be informed that he will 
do his utmost, in Concert with us for the fed. cause, & the 
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Election of the President whom we all wish should his 
Election be supposed in any Danger. 

There is still another Evil, of a very threatening aspect 
— We no election at all, either of Representatives or Electors, 
is like to be obtained in N. Hampshire, & only in three Dis- 
tricts of Massachusets — If this be certain, it will be an Evil 
indeed — Yet I hope a Majority of the whole Eleven States 
will act as Electors, & a like Majority of the Representa- 
tives meet in Congress; a Majority being a Quorum, we 
trust they will be able to put the Government in Operation, 
& pass new Laws respecting " the Time & Mode of filling 
up their B [torn] by new Elections in the defaulting States, 
who have adopted the Constitution." 

I hope Mr. Lewis, as the Scire Fac. agt. the University, 
was returnable to the Jany. Term has got the money to en- 
able him to take up my Note to you lately in the Hands of 
Mr. Todd, agreeably to my Directions : I hope also to see 
you in Feb. at the Meeting of the Assembly. Pray write 
me a few lines in answer to such Parts of this Letter as re- 
quire your Notice; & tho' you have no Doubt thought of & 
provided for every chance respecting the execution of the 
Government, you will still ascribe what I now write to the 
well meant Zeal of Yours, 

Wat. Smith 

I wish Time had allowed to transcribe this Letter fair, 
but I trust you Will be able to spell out its Contents. 

W. S. 

P.S. — Direct by Post to me at Chester, Kent County, 
Maryland. 



